
Westlake High School 2019-20 Academic Year
[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.png]



Biology Course Description/Outline: 

The Biology curriculum continues students’ investigations of the life sciences that began in Grades K-8 (see Fulton County Systemwide Science Vertical Instructional Framework). The course is designed to provide students with the necessary knowledge and skills to become literate, knowledgeable, and proficient in biology. Biology extends the life sciences to more abstract concepts including, interdependence of organisms, the relationship between matter, energy, and organisms, the behavior or organisms, and evolution. These concepts are investigated through laboratory experiences and fieldwork designed for students to develop appropriate knowledge and skills in science as inquiry.  
Biology Georgia Standards of Excellence:

· SB1. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to analyze the nature of the relationships between structures and functions in living cells.
· SB2. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to analyze how genetic information is expressed in cells.

· SB3. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to analyze how biological traits are passed on to successive generations.

· SB4. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to illustrate the organization of interacting systems within single-celled and multi-celled organisms.
· SB5. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to assess the interdependence of all organisms on one another and their environment.
· SB6. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to assess the theory of evolution.
Course Outline:

	Weeks 1-6:
	Unit 1- Ecology
	Weeks 1-5:
	Unit 4 – Genetics (part 2)

	Weeks 7-13:
	Unit 2- Cells
	Weeks 6-9:
	Unit 5 - Evolution

	Weeks 14-16:
	Unit 3 – Genetics (part 1)
	Weeks 10-14:
	Unit 6 – Classification

	Week 17:
	Final Exam Review
	Weeks 15-16: 
	EOCT Review/EOCT

	Week 18:
	Final exams
	Week 17-18:
	Final Unit & Exam


    Fall Semester

                         Spring Semester

*This timetable is subject to change without notice at the discretion of the instructor.
Resources:

· Textbook: Pearson Realize (Biology, Miller & Levine) (class set & available for check out by request only)
· Student online access: Interactive Text (Easy Bridge via Launchpad)

· ISBN: 9780328990023

· Replacement cost: $103.97
· Materials:  
· Composition notebook
· Pens/# pencils

· Individual packet of colored pencils/crayons/markers (optional; student preference) 
· Individual tape dispenser for interactive notebook


County Grading Scale:
Course Weights for Fall & Spring Semesters:

	Formative- 40% 
	Summative- 40% 
	Final Exam-20% 

	Quiz 
Class work
Homework
Pre-test 
Labs 
	Tests
Projects
	Final Exam (fall)

EOC (spring)


Our summative assessments measure mastery of multiple standards/objectives covered in the unit thus students will receive a separate summative score for each standard/objective.  This will allow students and instructors to continue to target remediation and recovery towards standards mastery.

Dress Code/Lab Dress Code/: 
Students must adhere to Westlake High School’s dress code policy.  In addition, the following rules should be adhered to in the lab:

· No open toed shoes

· Hair tied back

· No loose fitting clothing

Please visit the following website to view the Westlake High Honor Code:
http://school.fultonschools.org/hs/westlake/Pages/AcademicIntegrity.aspx
Any student found to be in violation of the Honor Code on any assignment categories outside of the WHS Honor Code categories will receive a grade of a zero on the assignment in question.  The assignment may not be made up (students having zeros are not eligible for recovery).  Violations may be considered by faculty in making future recommendations.  Memberships in honor clubs will be jeopardized.


Make Up Work Policy:
If you have an excused absence on the day it is assigned, then you will have one day to turn the assignment in without penalty.  If you miss a test, you must make up the test after school within 5 days of your return to school.  (Make up work policy subject to change for Performance Assessments).

Late Work Policy:
If you are present when an assignment is given, then I expect you to turn in the work on the day that it is due.  If you are present in class and fail to submit an assignment upon teacher request on the day that it is due, then you will receive a grade of a zero for that assignment.  If you have an unexcused absence on the day the assignment is due, then you will receive a grade of a zero for that assignment. School wide amnesty days are available for students to resubmit any assignments missed. Amnesty day dates will fall within the ranges below and will be set by the teacher.  
Recovery Policy:
Provision for Improving Grades

1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.
TARDINESS:

Students who arrive late to class and school may be subject to the following consequences:

•1st tardy is a warning.

•2nd tardy is a conversation with the student.

•3rd tardy is a parent contact and teacher detention (Tuesday/Thursday).

•4th tardy is parent contact and an additional teacher detention.

•5th tardy is parent contact and is ISS during lunch.

•6th tardy is parent contact and ISS one period.

•7th tardy is parent contact and ISS ½ day.

•8th tardy is parent contact and Saturday school.

Classroom Expectations/Procedures: 
In order to guarantee all students have a safe and effective learning environment, The Fulton County School System and Westlake High School have outlined several policies and procedures.  In an effort to support character education and to promote an environment conducive to learning, students are expected to abide by the following procedures:
*BE PROMPT * BE PREPARED * BE RESPECTFUL * BE COURTEOUS * BE SAFE *
· Dispose of all food and/or drinks before coming to class.

· Bring all materials to class daily.

· Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings.
· Class will continue until dismissal is given by the teacher, not the bell.  

· Respect other people and their ideas.

· Cell phones, CD Players, and/or other electronic devices are prohibited.

· Personal grooming is inappropriate and not allowed.

· Refrain from the use of any vulgar or profane language or gestures.

· Permission to leave class will be given for emergencies only.  

· Be sure to observe the Honor Code and all Laboratory Safety Rules and Procedures.
*Any individual in violation of the above procedures and the rules and regulations stated in the Westlake High School Student Handbook will be subject to disciplinary action at the teacher’s discretion. *
*This syllabus is a general outline of the course and is subject to modification at any time without prior notification at the discretion of the instructor.
Instructor(s): Ms. Mattson


Classroom Location: 484


Email: mattsonh@fultonschools.org


Website: http://mattsonclass.weebly.com/


School Telephone Number: (470) 254-6400


Tutorial Hours: Tuesday from 3:45-4:45 &


others by appointment














Grading





   A 100 – 90              B 89 – 80             C 79 – 70        F 69 and below





Westlake High Honor Code





Fulton County Policy
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